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[Foreword]

MNEAR News, a Guiding Light to Enhance Exchanges and
Cooperation among NEAR members

Mayor Hur Nam-5ik of Busan Metropalitan City
{The Gth Chairperson of NEAR, incumbent)

Hello, NEAR members,

1 am Hur, Nam-5ik, Mayor of Busan Metropolitan City, ROK, and the Chairperson
of NEAR,

Iv s indecd my great pleasure o semd my greetings o NEAR members who an:
mustering strength and wisdom for the co-prospenty and development of Northeast
Asia.

Smee NEAR was lounded in Gyeong-ju, Gveongsanghuk-do in 1996, NEAR's
activities were viable, | believe recent achievements of NEAR, ranging from the
establishment of Secretarial in Pohang, Gyeongsangbok-do this yvear to newsletter
publication, are the frou of mutoal mendship and cooperation of member govemments
These achievements show us that NEAR is 0 a new trmnsitional period

| believe the newsletier publication has a significant meaning that symbolizes the
development of NEAR, This is because the newsletter allows ws 1o [ook hack on our
past achievements and significance, and, Turhermone, i will be a gwiding light which
will geve us directions to enhance exchanges and cooperation among NEAR members
o a macro- bevel in the Jong term.

Today, the world 15 astonished by the growth and development achieved by
Northesst Asia | strongly believe that Northeast Asia will become the center of the
wirld i the 218 century, Recognizing the imporance of this region, | promise o host
the fith NEAR General Assembly in 2006 successiully ai the city of Busn

I conclusion, |would like o send my deep appreciation o NEAR Secretanat for all
the eflorts they have made in publishing the newsletter, which is the first step towand the
futore of Nogtheast Asia | wish NEAR and NEAR members great success.
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[ Congratulatory Message ]

NEAR News Expected to be a Window for
Promoting Activities of NEAR

Governor Zhang Zuo Ji of Heilongjiang Province
(The 5th Chairperson of NEAR)

O behall of NEAR members, | would like to sincerely
congratubale NEAR Secretanat on the publication of its fisst
newsletter, At the same time, 1 would hike woextend my
deepest gratiude 0 NEAR Secretanat for its commiltment in
broadening exchanges and cooperation among NEAR
members, and making all effors W promote co-prospenty in
Northeast Asia

The establshment of Secretanal cenamly indscates that a
new chapter of NEAR history has begun. This gives us
prospects that exchanges and cooperation among NEAR
meermbers wonld be more active than ever,

NEAR News will bea venue of mformation where all
member governments can participste and share informetion,
and a window for promoting individual projects camed o
by MEAR. Furthermore, it will play an active role in
promoting development of NEAR and improving
international awarcness of NEAR,

I believe all the projects proceeded by the Secretariat will
b suceessiul, thanks 1o the concerted efforts of NEAR
members. Let us unite, and make a splendid futare for

1 pray for the prosperity and development of Norheast
Avsia and wish you all liuppiness

NEAR Secretariat<< [1£]
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Near the Opening of NEAR Secretariat
Lee, Eui Geun, Governor of Gyeongsangbuk-do
(The Ist Chairperson of NEAR)

[ am gratelul to deliver a message on this fist edition of “NEAR
Mews" that the NEAR Secretarial opened and began its operation in
Gyveongsanghbuk-do,

As you are all aware, Gyeongsangbuk-do has played a leading mole
in founding NEAR in 1996, and has devoted itsell 1o the development
ol NEAR, taking Lhe initiative of serving as the host government of
NEAR and working for the Sub-Commitiee on Economy and Trade as
a Coordinator,

In such a process, the government of Gyeongsangbuk-do has
proposed o reform the operating system ol the Secretanial, which is
rofated every two vear, stressing the need  [or increased role of the
Secretaniat for NEAR 1o step up as an intermational organization both in
name and reality.

As a result, at the 5th General Assembly held in Heilongjiang last
vear, all members have pathered their will and revised the Charter, and
Gyeongsangbuk-do's efforts led to the decision of establishing the
Secretanal in the province, thanks o unanimous support from the
members, [, in the responding speech at the General Assembly,
promised an early establishment of Secretarial, which befil the status of
an intermational organization representing Northeast Asia.

Upon retumning home, | immediately began twming commitments
inter action, | arranged budget and personnel required lor establishing
the Secretaral, and seeured an office al Pohang, o hub city i the cast of
the Circum-pan-Pacilic arew

Even though wmexpected situations in and oul of Korea made us o
postpone the Secretariat grand opening ceremony, the Secrelariat
initiated its operation on May 2.

First of all, the Secretanal is preparing for the publication of
pericdical newsletter, "NEAR MNews®, as well as implementation of
electronic mde system called “North East Asia Eeconomy and Trade
Metwork”, This trade network is expected 1o serve as an official
Website of NEAR.

I am confident that the Secretariat will serve as a milestone in the
new take-off of NEAR, and |, along with Gyeongsangbuk-do, will
commit ourselves, our energy and determination so thal the Secretarial
will meet ils goals,

The opening ceremony of the Secretanal shall be held weether with
the Sth Conlerence of Working Committee this November, | sincerely
ask for your participation in NEAR's upecoming events. [ would like to
ask for vour deepest interest, active participation and support in the
aperation of the Secretanal. Thank you very much,
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The Secretariat of the Association of North East Asia Regional
Ciovernments (NEAR Secretariat) established its office at Pohang
Technopark in Gyeongsangbuk-do, and went into full operation.

Previously, many pointed owt the problems of work discontinuity
and difficulties in achieving long-term project perdormance because the
Secretarial is operated in rotation with the change of chair organization
every two years since the lounding of NEAR in 1996, To address these
problems, the decision was made 1o build a permanent Secretariat in
Gyveongsangbuk-do, following the revision of the Charter at the
Hetlongjiang General Assembly last year.,
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In accordance with the decision, Gyeongsangbuk-do made a plan 1o
establish and operate the Secretariat. First, the Gyeongsangbuk-do
government enacted the Ordinance on establishment and operation
support of NEAR Secretariat to provide basis of supporting the
Secretariat, and included required expense in the year 2005 budgel

In addition, the govemment entatively assigned Deputy-Governor
for Administrative Affairs from Gyeongsangbuk-do as acling
Secretary-General 1o oversee the establishment of the Secretarial,
dispaiched five selected povernment officials, and hired three experts
on intemrational alfairs related 1o Mortheast Asia. The organization bas
come o have a Secretary-General as the mid-supervisor, and two
departments namely Planning and General AlTairs Division and
Support and Management Division,
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For the Secretarial’s location, the government chose Pohang City in
the east coast as the location for the Secretarial after conducting an
extensive research on the province. Comprehensively considering the
status and operation environment of NEAR Secretanat, il has secured
an office size of 3000 in Pohang Technopark, Pohang Citv. With a
population of 0.5 million, Pohang City is home o POSCO, a world
leading steel company, and POSTECH, a prestigious engineenng
university. The city is also well-known for new technology industries
such as IT and NT, thanks o its abundant state-of-the-art R&D
infrastructure. Maoreover, Pohang Technopark where the Secretanat is
lowated is one of the crodles of high-lech start-ups in Korea,
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Upon completion of the Secrefanat, it has been prepanng for the
publication of its first issue of Newletter, and launch of North East
Asian Economy and Trade Network [rom May 2, Currently, il is
planning on inviting an influential public figore as the Secretary-
General, and 10 hold NEAR Sub-Commiltee conlerence in cooperation
with Busan Metropolitan City, Additionally, it will soon conduct
research consultation on bailding *North East Asian Center” which is
one of the long-term development projects of the NEAR Secretariat,
and assign member-dispaiched officials in the Secretamat,
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The signboard
of the Secretarial
is expected w0 be
unveiled at the
olficial opening
ceremony of the
Secretariat.

NEAR Secretariat« [I5]
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‘Morth East Asian Economy and Trade Network”, which is the
official homepage and elecironic trade network system of NEAR

members, launched its service on July 1
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‘Morth East Asian Economy and Trade Network” was a carefully
review project ever since i1 was {irst proposed by the North East Asian
Economy and Trade Commitiee in 2000 for joint response on NEAR
leved oy cope with heated competition caused by globalization and mpid
digitalization of business environment. Under these circumsiances,
Heilongjiang General Assembly decided Gyeongsangbuk-do 1o
establish the NEAR Secretariat in September 2004, The sovernment of
Gyeongsangbuk-do began Lo implement the network, and opened
onlinge service for the [irst step ol the plan,
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‘Mowth East Asian Economy and Trde Network” is composed of
[our sections, which are “About NEAR', *Secretanial’, "NEAR
Members Portal’, and “e-Markelplace’. English is the working
language, but “About NEAR® and *Secretariai’ are provided in [ive
dilTerent languages of NEAR members,

About NEAR

Members Portal
Secretariat

e-Marketplace
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*About NEAR' is NEAR's official homepage. It introduces NEAR
overview, rmnging from the beginning of NEAR 1o its recent activities,
50 that users can access all the NEAR information at one-stop.
Additionally, the system is desizned 1o allow NEAR members to easily
update fulure activilics,
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“Secretarial’ is a cvber Secretanat. [t
15 designed o share information
among members, and process works
in real-time. The cyber Secretariat is
intended o overcome tme and space
restrictions in covering all parts of
Northeast Asia, T e
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‘NEAR Members Portal” is a database with information of each
NEAR member, providing general information like natural
environment, currenl status of society, eic. 1o detailed business
information such as various economic indicators, markeling

information, elc.
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‘e-Marketplace” is a B2B electronic rade system wlilizing up-to-date
e-commerce lechnology, The site posts lists of 200 companies and their
products in NEAR members, and offers detailed buving and selling
information, allowing sellers and buyers to directly transact online. In
addition, users can have their own *My Page” o efficiently utilize e-
Marketplace, and *My Inguiry” which manages inguiries and “Trade
Alert” which immediately informs user of new mformation are also
provided. Also, the sile provides tools for companies o easily produce
online product catalogues,
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This network is the st step of a two-step project, and the second
step will soon begin.

In the second stage, cyber conference function will be added to the
menu, and the current NEAR Members Portal with only 15 members’
information will be expanded io include all members. The Secretaniat
will focus on managing the hamepage o introduce more companies
and products on e-Marketplace and facilitate substantial transactions o
take place.

NEAR Secretariate<
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“NEAR News™ aims to become an official messenger of NEAR to deliver news and share
information among members. It is a periodical newsletter containing contents on NEAR
activities. members” news, international issues, contributions, notification, ete. NEAR
News is distributed 0 NEAR members and related institutions free of charge, and is also
serviced online on the NEAR homepage.

NEAR News iz open to anyone who is interested in Northeast Asia. If you have good

contribution articles or creative ideas that you would like to run on the NEAR News,
please contact the NEAR Secretariat,

NEAR AlF=

HAEE 28| YU XZ2E 601HA|(Z2EEH3 03 38)
Tel: H82-54-223-2317 Fax : +82-54-223-2309
E-mail : info@neargov.org

Homepage @ www.neargov.org

NEAR Secretariat

3F, Pohang Technopark, 601 Jigok-dong, Nam-gu, Pohang, Gyeongsangbuk-do,
TR, 8 Korea

Tel : +82-54-223-2317, Fax : +82-54-223-2309

E-mail: info@neargov.org

Homepage: www.neargov.org




