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<The following is the full text of the article translated by Google Translate.>

Gyeongsangbuk-do hosts the 13th General Assembly of the Association of Northeast

Asian Local Governments (NEAR)

The Association of NorthEastAsiaRegionalGovernments (NEAR) General Assembly, hel
d every two years with the participation of the head of its own organization, was held

online this year in Pohang, where the association's secretariat is located.

On the 10th, Gyeongsangbuk-do announced that it held the 13th General Assembly
of the Federation of Northeast Asian Regional Governments in the presence of 72 re
presentatives, including heads of regional governments from five countries, Korea, Ch

ina, Japan, Mongolia and Russia.

According to Gyeongsangbuk-do, the opening ceremony began with a welcome spee
ch by Prime Minister Tarasenko Andrei of the Sakha Republic of Russia, the chairpers
on, followed by congratulatory remarks by Cheol-woo Lee of Gyeongsangbuk-do, for
mer UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and Hisashi Michigami of the Trilateral Coop
eration Secretariat (TCS). The foreign guest congratulatory remarks by the Secretary-

General followed.

After deliberation on the election of the next chairperson of Ulsan Metropolitan City
and the application for membership in Liaoning Province, China (79th), the general m
eeting shared the recent activities of the subcommittee on marine fisheries, environm

ent, disaster prevention, and economic and humanities exchanges. They exchanged in

https://www.breaknews.com/newnews/print.php?uid=826119 2021-08-11
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-depth opinions on the task and released a 'manifesto’ containing a blueprint for the

future of Northeast Asia.

Kim Ok-chae, secretary general of NEAR, who prepared the general meeting, said, "T
he attendance of 33 branch-level members at this meeting showed the solidarity of
NEAR member groups that have been in existence for 25 years since its foundation, a
nd based on this, we will strive for active participation and cooperation of member gr

oups.” .

Gyeongsangbuk-do Governor Lee Cheol-woo said, “Congratulating the 25th annivers
ary of the founding of NEAR, it is important to expand mutual understanding and pra
ctical cooperation to solve common human problems such as climate, environment, a
nd health even when the world is experiencing many difficulties due to COVID-19. It i
s important,” he said. “| hope that NEAR will lead multilateral cooperation and becom

e the center of the world by creating Northeast Asia of coexistence and prosperity.”

Meanwhile, NEAR, founded in September 1996 at the Northeast Asian regional gover
nment meeting held in Gyeongju, is currently serving as a platform for multilateral int
ernational exchange and cooperation with 79 regional governments from 6 countries
in Northeast Asia joining as members. Beyond the confrontation and conflict betwee
n the central governments, it is promoting the common development of Northeast A

sia by expanding exchanges between local governments.
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