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The Association of North East Asia Regional Governments





NEAR International Forum 2011
“Transformation of Northeast Asia in the 21st Century: 
Challenges and Prospects in the 2010s”
31 Oct. – 2 Nov. 2011, Seoul, Republic of Korea 
Overview 

Date: 31 October – 2 November, 2011 

Venue: The Westin Chosun Seoul, Seoul, Republic of Korea 
Organized by: The Secretariat of the Association of North East Asia Regional Governments 
Sponsored by: The Korean Ministry of Public Administration and Security, the Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, The Government of Gyeongsangbuk-do Province 

Objective: This forum will bring together renowned experts, academics, practitioners in local governments and international organizations in such fields as economy, energy, logistics and environment mainly in five Northeast Asian countries, including China, Japan, Korea, Mongolia and Russia. The objective is to analyze the geopolitical advantages, resources, technologies and consumer markets of NEAR regions and map out measures to strengthen cooperation in effectively utilizing them. The forum will serve to reaffirm the potential of Northeast Asia, enhance the sense of community and create a common ground for an inclusive, win-win growth among NEAR members. 
Theme: “Transformation of Northeast Asia in the 21st Century: Challenges and Prospects in the 2010s” 
(Draft) Agenda 

Keynote Speech: (TBC)
Special Address: Michèle Sabban, President of the Assembly of European Regions 
Session 1: Energy Investment in Northeast Asia                           
As Middle East conflicts cause oil prices to rise dramatically, Northeast Asian countries have been engaged in a fierce competition to secure energy supplies amid increased energy demand. Against this backdrop, a concerted, multi-faceted effort is needed to ensure successful energy resource development and cooperation on energy security among Northeast Asian regional governments. Session 1 will take a look at the current energy policies, investment trend and conditions, and joint development of resources in Northeast Asia. Also, it will discuss how to enhance effective flow of capital and technology, promote investments and energy cooperation within NEA and study the role of regional governments at the sub-national level in such efforts. 
Chair: Ji-Chul Ryu, Senior Fellow, Korea Energy Economics Institute 

Speakers:
∙ Wang Yanjia, Professor, Institute of Nuclear and New Energy Technology, Tsinghua Univ, People’s Republic of China
∙ Dorjsurenkhorloo Khurelbaatar, State Secretary, Ministry of Mineral Resource and Energy, Mongolia
Panelists: 

∙ Woon-Baek Choi, Director General, Green Growth Policy Division, Daegu Metropolitan City (TBC)
∙ Soo-Uk Park, Principal Researcher, Korea Institute of Energy Research 

∙ Dr. Bernhard Seliger, Resident Representative, Hanns Seidel Stiftung (TBC)
Q&A

Session 2: Logistics Cooperation for Coexistence in Northeast Asia           
With the growing role of dynamic Northeast Asian economies in sustaining 
global growth, the logistics landscape in the region is rapidly changing along with robust internal and external trade. However, duplicative, excessive investments in individual logistics development projects, inefficient logistics management system, absence of land transportation links between South and North Korea among other various legislative, institutional and technical barriers remain obstacles to closer economic cooperation. Session 2 will provide a platform to exchange logistics information, discuss how to establish efficient distribution system and enhance cooperation among regional governments of NEA. 
Chair: Hyung-Gon Jeong, Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for International Economic Policy 

Speakers:  

∙ Hee-Seung Na, Principal Researcher, New Transportation Systems Research Center, Korea Railroad Research Institute, Republic of Korea
∙ Bychenko Vladimir Nikolaevich, Deputy Chairman of the Government of Khabarovsk Territory, Minister of Industry and Transport, Russian Federation
Panelists: 

∙ Jun-Seok Kim, Director, Korea Ministry of Land Transport and Maritime 
Affairs
∙ Beom-Jung Kim, Director General, Port and Logistics Research Division, Korea Maritime Institute 

∙ Tai-Hyeong Lee, Research Fellow, Head of Freight Transport Research Center, Korea Transport Institute 
Q&A

Session 3: Environmental Cooperation among Northeast Asian Regions      
   As climate change emerges as a primary challenge to the well-being of the global community, transfer to low-carbon economy through development of clean energy sources and energy saving is not a matter of choice. Due to rapid economic growth, Northeast Asia faces its own environmental problems, including acid rain caused by air contamination, yellow-dust storms, oceanic pollution, loss of ecological resources and desertification. Session 3 will share best practices and models in developing environmental policies and cooperation among regional governments, and discuss measures for improvement. 
Chair: (TBC)

Speakers:  

∙ Norihiko Tanaka, Director, The Special Monitoring & Coastal Environmental Assessment Regional Activity Centre, Japan
∙ Zhu Mingyuan, Research Professor, First Institute of Oceanography, State Oceanic Administration, People’s Republic of China
∙ A Speaker from the Assembly of European Region (TBC)
Panelists: 

∙ Tong-Q Lee, Director, Climate Change Team, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
∙ A Panelist from the Assembly of European Region (TBC) 

∙ Tadashi Horiguchi, Director, Environmental Policy Division, Civic Affairs, Environment and Culture Dept. Toyama Pref.
∙ Zhang Weiling, Deputy Director General, Foreign Affairs Office of Shandong Province

∙ Lim-Seok Chang, Senior Researcher, Dept. of Climate & Air Quality Research Dept., National Institute of Environmental Research
∙ Tai-Hyeong Lee, Research Fellow, Head of Freight Transport Research Center, Korea Transport Institute 
Q&A
 Closing Session                                                       
 Chair: Kim Jae Hyo
 Summaries by three Session Chairs

 NEAR Declaration

Presentation Guidelines 
Speakers and Panelists: 6~7 renowned experts and administrative leaders in the region of Northeast Asia 
Document Form:  Less than A4 10 pages in MS Word 

(Language: Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Mongolian, Russian, English) 
Presentation Time: Less than 20 Minutes

Submission: Please kindly submit documents and a biography to aram_yoo@hotmail.com no later than 23 September 2011. 
Participants (audiences): About 150 people – experts, academics, practitioners in local governments (NEAR members) in the field of economy, logistics and environment, relevant organizations in and out of Korea
Conditions of the invitation (Speakers): Round-trip flight ticket, local transport, accommodation and honorarium will be provided by the NEAR Secretariat.
Agenda (Draft)

	Date / Time
	Contents
	Comment

	31. Oct.
	13:00∼
	
	Registration, check-in
	

	
	14:00∼17:00
	180′
	Executive Meeting of NEAR Sub-Committees  
	

	
	18:00~20:00
	120′
	Welcoming Reception
	

	
	20:00∼
	
	Free Time
	

	1. Nov. 
	07:00~08:30
	90′
	Breakfast
	

	
	09:00~09:30
	30′
	Registration
	

	
	09:30~10:00
	30′
	Opening Ceremony (Opening remarks, congratulatory remarks, photo session)
	

	
	10:00~10:25
	25′
	 Keynote Address
	

	
	10:25~10:40
	15′
	Special Remarks (President of AER, TBC)
	

	
	10:40~10:50
	10′
	Coffee Break 

	

	
	10:50~12:00
	70′
	Session I: 
“Energy Investment in Northeast Asia”
	China, Mongolia

	
	12:00~13:30
	90′
	Luncheon
	

	
	13:30~14:40
	70′
	Session II:

“Logistics Cooperation for Coexistence in Northeast Asia”
	Korea, Russia

	
	14:40~14:50
	10′
	Coffee Break
	

	
	14:50~16:30
	100′
	Session III: 
 “Environmental Cooperation among Northeast Asian Regions”
	Japan, China, 

AER

	
	16:30~17:20
	50′
	Closing Session: NEAR Declaration
	

	
	17:20~18:00
	40′
	Free Time
	

	
	18:00~20:00
	120′
	Dinner Banquet
	

	
	20:00~
	
	Free Time
	

	2. Nov.
	07:00~08:30
	90′
	Breakfast & check-out
	

	
	09:00~16:00
	
	Cultural Visit (Seoul), Departure
	


※ The Schedule can be adjusted as needed.  

Registration Form
1. Personal Information
	1
	Name
	
	Passport

No.
	
	Gender
	

	
	Language
	Chinese (  ), Japanese (  ), Korean (  ) 
Mongolian (  ), Russian (  ), English (  )

	
	Title
	
	Contact
	TEL
	

	
	
	
	
	FAX
	

	
	
	
	
	E-mail
	

	2
	Name
	
	Passport

No.
	
	Gender
	

	
	Language
	Chinese (  ), Japanese (  ), Korean (  ) 
Mongolian (  ), Russian (  ), English (  )

	
	Title
	
	Contact
	TEL
	

	
	
	
	
	FAX
	

	
	
	
	
	E-mail
	


2. Flight Schedule
	
	Airport

	Railway Station
	Date
(Time)
	Flight No.
	Comment

	Arrival
	
	
	
	
	

	Departure
	
	
	
	
	


※ Speakers and participants will be picked up at Incheon International Airport.
3. Cultural Tour / Accommodation
	Cultural Tour
	Participant 1
	Participant 2

	
	Yes (  )     No (  )
	Yes (  )     No (  )

	Accommodation 
	13 Oct. (  )   1 Nov. (  )
	13 Oct. (  )   1 Nov. (  )

	Request for Meetings
	 Interested Member Region
	Request

	
	
	


※ Sideline meetings will be arranged at the request of NEAR member regions only.  
[image: image1.jpg]